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Answer THREE (3) of the following questions: 


1) 


2) 


3) 


4) 


5) 


6) 


7) 


8) 


Evaluate in-depth interviews as a method of collecting qualitative data. Your discussion must 
include an analysis of the strengths, weaknesses and ethical issues of in-depth interviews. 


Discuss an example of a research topic that would be better suited to an ethnographic approach 
than in-depth interviews. Explain your choice. 


When and why would you use focus groups in preference to other qualitative research 
methods? Part of your discussion must focus on the limitations of the focus group approach. 


Compare and contrast narrative analysis and life history research. 


What are the key aims and objectives of participant action research (PAR), and how does PAR 
differ from other qualitative methodologies? 


Imagine that you are interested in researching the experiences of stigma by a vulnerable group 
of people living with HIV (Human immunodeficiency virus). What ethical and practical 
challenges would this study entail? How would you address these ethical and practical issues? 


What is meant by ‘unobtrusive methods’ in qualitative research, and when are they appropriate 
to use? An evaluation of the ethical issues that such methods may pose to researchers must be 
included in your discussion. 


Discuss photographs as a method of visual sociology. Include in your discussion a critical 
evaluation of the advantages and disadvantages their use in sociological projects as well as 
whether or not photographs are aesthetic or scientific objects. 
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